
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3

To be completed by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*:
•	 where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed  

£6.5 million; or
•	 where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000  

or less but that:
•	are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
•	have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and  
Accountability Return 2022/23
1.	Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure  

exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at  
the end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2.	The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6: 
 

• The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority’s internal auditor. 
• Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.  
• Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority. 

3.	The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,  
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage  
before 1 July 2023.

4.	An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with  
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or  
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both) 
no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT: 
 

• the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with 
• a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 
• an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements 
• notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights 
• Annual Internal Audit Report 2022/23

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will 
ask for any additional documents needed.
Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Section1, Section 2 and Section 3 – External Auditor Report 
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements
Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on  
the authority website/webpage:
Before 1 July 2023 authorities must publish:
•	 Notice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements  

are as yet unaudited;
•	 Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2022/23, approved and signed, page 4
•	 Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2022/23, approved and signed, page 5
Not later than 30 September 2023 authorities must publish:
•	 Notice of conclusion of audit
•	 Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
•	 Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review.
It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested  
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.

Page 1 of 6Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2022/23 Form 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. 
Throughout, the words ‘external auditor’ have the same meaning as the words ‘local auditor’ in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.







LAKE PARISH COUNCIL 

INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2022 - 23 

1.INTRODUCTION
All Local Councils in England are required to complete an annual return
summarising their financial records at the end of the financial year. A section on
the Annual Return needs to be completed by an Internal Auditor who shall be
independent of the Council. The Councils External Auditor needs to place reliance
on the work of the Internal Auditor and provides guidance on the minimum level of
testing required to provide this assurance.

2.SCOPE OF AUDIT
The audit includes for examination on a test basis of evidence relevant to the
amounts and disclosures as contained in the accounts. This examination has
included the following-

 Matching of financial statements to invoices and receipts 
 Examination of budget preparation & precept setting 
 Inspection of bank statements 
 Matching of payment records to invoices 
 Examination of Risk Assessment. 
 Compliance with Transparency Code. 

3. FINDINGS
1) There is no payroll provision as the Clerk works on a voluntary basis and

back-office support is through an agreement with Sandown Town Council.

2) The accounting record’s, bank statements and bank reconciliation were
examined and agreed. All payments will be presented to the Council for
approval under a new arrangement. A robust system is in place for
authorising payments, however, the Clerk does not currently have access to
the online banking and once this is obtained a new system will be
implemented. Although checks on invoices are in place there is no evidence
on the invoices by way of a certification stamp or signatures.

3) The bank reconciliations are presented and signed off regularly at meetings.

4) Standing Orders and Financial Regulations have not been reviewed in the
last financial year but are scheduled for review and adoption in May 2023.

5) VAT had been accounted for correctly and refunds from HMRC are being
claimed.

6) Insurance policies are in place but do not currently reflect the asset register.
New quotes are currently being obtained.

7) The budget and precept proposals were discussed at a full council meeting

on 16 February 2023 and it was resolved to increase the precept to £166,262

for 23/24. Full details of the process is outlined in the minutes.

8) The Financial Risk Assessment Policy is in place for 2023 and is scheduled to
be reviewed annually.
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Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2022/23

ENTER NAME OF AUTHORITY

ENTER NAME OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

1	 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited 
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. 
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate 
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in  
accordance with Proper Practices which: 
• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2023; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2	 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2022/23

DD/MM/YYYYSIGNATURE REQUIRED
Date

External Auditor Name

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in 
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and 
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
(*delete as appropriate).

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

*We do not certify completion because:

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3	 External auditor certificate 2022/23
We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and  
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for 
the year ended 31 March 2023.

External Auditor Signature
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In respect of Lake Parish Council




